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A BRIEF SUMMARY

OF
THE THESIS ( IN HINDI )

ON
ORIGINALITY AND IMITATION IN SANSKRIT POETICS

AND POETRY, A STUDY IN THEORY AND PRACTICE.

The idea to study in detail the concept of originality and
imitation in Sanskrit poetics and poetry came to my mind while
I was studying the Dhvanyaloka, Chapter IV with my teacher
Dr. S. V. Singh Head of the Department of Sanskrit and.
Prakrit Languages in this University. In this Chapter of the
Dhvanyaloka, the author discusses the role of his theory of
Dhvani in Original poetic compositions. The reflections of
the Dhvanikara on originality, on emulation, on imitation, on
resemblances, on plagiarism and on connected problems appe-
aled to me immensely. In the light of these reflections of
Ananda-Vardhana, I made a study of the major authors of the
early Alankarasastra and I found them anticipating Ananda-
vardhana in their own way. I studied the major Alankara

works of the Post-Dhvani period also and found them echoing-
the ideas of the Dhvanikara.

I'have analysed my impression of the age old concept of
Original poetic creation in the following 15 Chapters of mode-
rate sizes of this dissertation-

Ist Chapter

Relating the Origin of the concept of originality in
the sense of novelty, in the Vedic age. The desire of the
Vedic seer to compose new and novel sukta or Mantra is

interpreted here as a literary legacy left by the Vedic seer
to the Sanskrit poet.



IInd Chapter

It discusses the stray observations of the early
Alankarikas on originality in literary productions.
Bhamaha ( 6th Century A. D. ) is held to be the first
Alankarika who has distingaished between poets who are
original ( Siddha Sarasvata ) and poets who are copyists

( Anya-Sarasvata )

IIlrd Chapter

It deals with the view point of Vamana in drawing
the line of demarcation between literary composition
having originality ( Ayonikavya ) and literary composi-
tions written in emulations of other authors ( Anyaccha-

yayoni Kavya )

IVth Chapter

Here the contributions of the Dhvanikara and
locanakara to the cause of original poetic creations has

been discussed in some detail.

Vth Chapter
It is devoted to the treatment of originality as

novelty of expression.

Vith Chapter

It deals with the Sanskrit poets’ idea of originality
as poetic inspiration, as poetic creativity and as novelty

of expression.

VIIth Chapter

It discusses the observations of the Pre-Dhvani-
Alankarikas on literary emulation ( Anuharana) as
essential for literary production. Anuharana ( emula-
tion ) is distinguished from Apaharana ( Plagiarism )
which is a blot on the name of the poet.
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VIIIth Chapter

It is meant to present the concept of Amnanda-
vardhana and Abhinavagupta on literary resemblances
( Kavya Samvada ) of desirable and undesirable types.
The view of Rajasekhara as influenced by the view of
Anandavardhana and as influencing the literary produc-
tions of his ( Rajasekhara’s ) times is also touched upon.

IXth Chapter

Herein is discussed in detail Rajasekhara’s contri-
bution to the concept of originality and imitation
( including emulation ) in poetry and literature as
presented in his Kavyamimanisa.

Xth Chapter

It deals with the stand point of Ksemendra on
literary productions characterised by originality of
conception and execution. According to Ksemendra
Anuharana ( emulation ) is shown to help poetic inven-
tions.

XIth Chapter

It relates to the application of the principles of
originality—Emulation in the Raghuvarmsa of Kalidasa,
The Raghuvamsa is shown to be as much original as
the Ramayana of Valmiki.

XIlth Chapter

Herein the Jankiharana of Kumardasa is compared
and contrasted with the Raghuvamsa of Kalidasa in
the light of the concept of originality developted in the
Alankarasastra.

XIIIth Chapter

This is devoted to the study of the “Ravana Vadha”
of Bhatti as a literary production of a Unique type.
The Ravanavadha is shown to be original in a special
sense.
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X1IVth Chapter

1t discusses the originality of Bhoja, the author of
the Campii Ramayana in comparison and contrast with
the Ramayana of Valmiki and the Raghuvamsa of

Kalidasa.

XVth Chapter

1t is the last Chapter meant to sum Up the ideas of
Originality and emulation in Sanskrit poetry and poetics.

The Sanskrit poets and Sanskrit critics are shown to be
unanimous here in upholding the view that poetic genius
needs bearing to make it shine. Just as no Sanskrit poet boasts
of his being divinely inspired and having no learning, no
Sanskrit critic has any consideration for any Sanskrit poet for
his poetic inspiration minus intellectual equipment. “Pratibha”
accordingly is the blessing, the Goddess of Learning (Sarasvati)
bestows on a poet, but Vyutpattiis no less a blessing which a
poet receives from the Goddess of Learning as a reward for
his love and devotion to learning.

The Alankarikas are shown to be clear on the following
points concerning originality and imitation in literary creations—

(a) The poet who writes by imitation ( Anukarana )
confesses his inferiority. :

(b) The poet who emulates does not have any inferiority
complex but enters into competition with his compeers.

{ ¢ ) The author of an original composition looks for no
inspiration less than divine.

In the presentation of this thesis, 1 have made use of
reflections and observations of all the authors of the past and
the present, who have written on Sanskrit poetry and literature.
My humble contribution in the thesis consists in the presenta-
tion of a “Literary problem” embedded in the works of
Alankdra-Sastra to which the Sanskrit poets also have
occassionally given their thoughtful consideration.
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